אזכרה  for Ronny

אלו פינו מלא שירה כים

There are so many wonderful memories and so many accolades and praises to give to Ronny, that it is hard to know where to start and where to end.  I chose one topic (of many) to serve as a theme for this אזכרה - maybe it will also make it easier to remember.  The theme is מתנות - gifts.

This idea started from a very well known משנה in פרקי אבות which is so applicable to Ronny.
פרק א משנה טו
 שמאי אומר, עשה תורתך קבע, אמור מעט ועשה הרבה; והוי מקבל את כל האדם בסבר פנים יפות.
על הנדרש במסכת אבות (א טו): " … והוי מקבל את כל האדם בסבר פנים יפות".
הסבירו באבות דרבי נתן (י"ג): "כיצד?
מלמד שאם נתן אדם לחבירו כל מתנות טובות שבעולם ופניו כבושים בארץ – מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו לא נתן לו כלום. אבל המקבל את פני חבירו בסבר פנים יפות, אפילו לא נתן לו כלום – מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו נתן לו כל מתנות טובות שבעולם".
Ronny was always giving gifts.  Apart from the smile that was always ready, there were also the praises, the compliments, encouragements, thank yous and apologies.  Of course, he also loved to make jokes,  help start the conversation or break the ice.  Anything that could be said with a smile.

And note that the משנה  does not say
והוי מקבל את כל אדם בסבר פנים יפות
But rather

והוי מקבל את כל האדם בסבר פנים יפות
Ronny had the ability to connect with every kind of person, and on many different levels, by recognizing the other person’s interests and showing a personal interest in them.

I want to share a personal story that many of you already know, but with an ending that you may not be aware of.

About 20 years ago when Ronny was on a business trip in California, he made a special effort to come and visit Tzippy and me and the 2 boys for Shabbat in New Jersey.  He had arranged a late flight back to California on Sunday so we were able to spend a large part of Sunday together also.  We decided to take him to the Delaware Water Gap which is a very pretty area on the west side of New Jersey.  We had come in 2 cars so at some point Tzippy decided to drive back with the boys and I convinced Ronny to come for a short walk in the hills.  At some point on the walk I missed the trail and we became hopelessly lost.  We muddled around for a while and eventually came across a stream.  We followed the stream down as it started to become dark and eventually emerged at the road just as darkness was falling.  Ronny by this time had missed his plane and had to catch a flight the next morning instead.
Many of you know this part of the story, but the follow-up is less well known.   Unfortunately the lighting outside our house in Bet Shemesh is not very good.  When I walked Ronny out of the house at night, he would say ”My night vision is not very good.  Do you remember the Delaware Water Gap – I don’t know how I would ever have got out of there without you!”.  He thanked me like this many times.  And just to emphasize the point, he never said to me “It would have been better if you had not suggested the walk” or “How did you manage to get us lost?” or “It was really annoying that I missed my plane!”.  Statements of blame or regret were not part of his vocabulary.  Because it is hard to smile while saying things of that sort.
One of the last “actual” gifts I got from Ronny was for my 50th birthday – he bought me a set of the writings of the של''ה.  In part, he thought it was something I should have because it is part of the Horovitz heritage.  Some of the של''הs writings are rather difficult to understand, so I was hoping I could find something relevant to this topic to present.  In the end I found almost a whole chapter!

In שער האותיות שער ב'  the title is    בריות- I think nowadays we would call it בריתות.  The topic is a comparison and contrast between 2 types of אהבה:  

ואהבת את ה' אלוקיך

And

ואהבת לרעך כמוך

I started reading about this on שבועות and the first point he made was that there are 620 letters in the עשרת הדברות : 613 to correspond to the number of מצוות  which leaves an extra 7.  These 7 letters correspond to the last 7 letters of the עשרת הדברות, namely אשר לרעך.  Because those 2 words are the basics on which the whole תורה stands.  As we know from the famous story of הלל  who was taught the whole תורה על רגל אחת.
In the continuation the  של''ה points out that the 2 phrases:

ואהבת את ה' אלוקיך

and

ואהבת לרעך כמוך

each have 14 letters (if you cheat a bit ().  14 is the גימטרייה  of יד and so this represents the 2 hands of a person – the right hand and the left hand. The right hand for אהבת ה'  and the left hand for אהבת רעך.  As we know, Ronny was meticulous about both types of love, אהבת ה'   and אהבת רעים, but we also know that he was left-handed so that if anything there was some tendency towards אהבת הזולת.
There is one more section in this chapter which I cannot do justice to except by quoting the whole paragraph:

הכלל העולה, צריך לראות תמיד להיות אהוב למטה ונחמד למעלה, וכמו שנאמר : וטוב גם עם ה' וגם עם אנשים, ונאמר : ומצא חן ושכל טוב בעיני אלקים ואדם.  ותנן: כל שרוח הבריות נוחה הימנו רוח המקום נוחה הימנו.  
ותמיד יראה להוסיף אהבה, כדאיתא בפרק קמא דשבת: אמר רבא בר מחסיא אמר רב חמא בר גוריא אמר רב: הנותן מתנה לחבירו צריך להודיעו, שנאמר: לדעת כי אני ה' מקדשכם.
The גמרא  there continues to say that ה'  wanted to give us the gift of שבת  so he asked משה  to tell בני ישראל  what a wonderful gift it was.  The point is that giving gifts is a mechanism for increasing love and friendship between people.
We see from this chapter in the של''ה that the purpose of giving gifts is to increase love, and that the love for one another ואהבת לרעך כמוך  is a necessary and critical part of the way we serve ה'.  Ronny of course knew this and he also knew how to epitomize this trait in the most loving and personalized way.  Ronny was never as happy as when he made someone else smile (.
יהי זכרו ברוך

This is really the end of what I prepared on this topic.  However, I wanted to add one more sentence which I borrowed from another speech – the speech I gave at Akiva’s בר מצוה.  I don’t have the exact text but it went something like this:  Ronny and Esther are wonderful people, and in case there was any doubt it can be seen clearly by looking at all their wonderful children.  This is as true today as it was then.  I love you all very much.
